
MEMORY VERSE:
“Put up with one another. Forgive one another if you 
are holding something against someone. Forgive, just 
as the Lord forgave you.”             Colossians 3:13, NIrV 

For more ideas, visit Studio252.tv

Lost Son 
Luke 15:11-24

BOTTOM LINE:
Everyone needs to be forgiven, 
even me

2
WEEK

The Lost Sheep 
Luke 15:1-7

BOTTOM LINE:
God forgives you.

1
WEEK

Older Brother 
Luke 15:21-32 

BOTTOM LINE:
When you don’t forgive, 
you miss out.

3
WEEK

77 Times/Unmerciful Servant 
Matthew 18:21-35

BOTTOM LINE:
Since God forgave you, 
you should forgive others.

4
WEEK

Ask a kid: Who has had to forgive you the most? What 
do you usually need forgiveness for?

Ask a parent: What is the most you’ve ever owed 
someone? How would it change your life to have them 
say you don’t owe them anything?

MEAL TIME

Read Luke 15:1-7 as a family. Each think about some-
thing that you would be really upset about if you lost or 
misplaced and think about how long you would search 
for that item. In the Bible, God tells us that whenever 
we get lost or need forgiveness He will always come a 
search for us . . . for a long as it takes. We are His prized 
possession that He wouldn’t want to lose. As a family, 
thank God for always searching for you and finding you 
when you’re lost. 

BED TIME

Make a paper chain with your family. On each chain link 
write something that is hard to forgive. Each morning 
discuss one idea on the chain and how it could affect 
each of you if you didn’t forgive. Then celebrate the 
power of forgiveness by cutting the chain link.

MORNING TIME

Sometime this week while you’re in the car, subway, or 
walking your kid to school, think of ways you can fill in 
this blank, “I need to let go of _____.” Just like holding 
on to weights or carrying heavy books in a backpack, 
having something heavy that needs to be forgiven 
can really weigh you down. So it’s best to let it go and 
forgive so you don’t miss out. 

DRIVE TIME

We all know what it’s like to repeat ourselves over 
and over when kids or people aren’t listening. But 
one saying that never gets old to hear repeat-
edly is, “you’re forgiven.” God asks us to offer 
never-ending forgiveness because that’s what He’s 
done for us. And offering forgiveness takes prac-
tice. It can be hard to offer forgiveness at the end 
of a long day or after a fight, but when we don’t 
forgive we can miss out on what God has ready for 
us. Challenge yourself to be eager to forgive.

PARENT TIME
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READ 1 JOHN 1:9

Find a REALLY dirty penny and let’s perform a little science experiment. Ask an adult for some lemon juice or 
ketchup from the kitchen. Place that dirty penny into the bottom of the bowl, squeeze in some lemon juice 
or ketchup and let it sit while we talk about this verse

This month is all about forgiveness. Forgiveness is deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t 
have to pay. That’s really easy to say, but it’s super hard to actually do. Because when someone hurts you, 
you might want that person to hurt, too. But God wants us to choose forgiveness instead. 

And guess what? You can choose to forgive for one super important reason: God forgives you. Let’s go back 
to your penny for a second. Lift it out of the bowl, rinse it off in the sink and dry with a paper towel. Does it 
look shiny and new? We are all like that once-dirty penny. If we confess or tell God what we’ve done and ask 
for forgiveness, he promises to make us pure, just like that pretty shiny penny.

THANK God for choosing to forgive so that we can also forgive others.

DAY 1

READ PSALM 103:8-10

When someone does something that bugs you, are you quick to respond in anger? Do you stay mad until the 
other person apologizes? Do you want to pay back wrong for wrong? In other words, when someone does 
something that hurts you or they let you down, is your first instinct to get back at them?

Take a look at this verse. In the space below, complete the phrases about God.

The Lord is _____________ and ___________.  He is  ________________________. He is slow to get 

____________________. He is full of ________________________. He won’t keep bringing _______________ 

against us. He won’t stay _______________________ with us forever. He doesn’t ______________________ 

us for our sins as much as we should be __________________________. He doesn’t _____________ ________ 

____________ in keeping with the evil things we’ve done. (NIrV)

So now that you know how God responds when you do something wrong, 
how should you respond when someone hurts you? God forgives you. He is 
slow to anger and full of love for you. So knowing how He chooses to treat 
you, how should you treat others?

ASK God to help you forgive as He’s forgiven you.

DAY 2

WEEK ONE
K-5TH



READ PSALM 86:5

Have you ever messed up really bad? Whatever the situation and whatever the mess up, there is good news. 
When you are truly sorry and ask God to forgive you, He will. Remember, the promises we read in the Bible 
are true. God doesn’t choose to forgive some things and not others. He is forgiving and good. He is full of 
love for all who call out to Him. He will not stop forgiving you, loving you, or being anything other than who 
He is.

Grab a piece of paper and draw a large heart in the center of the page. Write the words of this verse in crazy 
letters and then decorate your heart any way you choose. Put your heart next to your bed as a reminder this 
week that when you ask, God will forgive you.

LISTEN to the promises of God and trust that they are true.

DAY 3

READ PSALM 130:4

Who is the “you” in this verse? Who forgives? And who can you serve with respect? God! What if God wasn’t 
always forgiving? What if He were more like us—forgiving in certain situations but not so forgiving in 
others? The good news is that God isn’t like us. He is loving and kind, always. When we mess up and ask for 
forgiveness, then forgiveness is what we get. God will forgive you, no matter what the mistake. And that is 
why He is so deserving of all respect and honor and praise. 

Use the key to fill in the blanks below.

KNOW that God is worthy of respect because He forgives.

DAY 4

WEEK ONE
K-5TH



READ ROMANS 3:23

Grab a piece of paper and write your name at the top. Set a timer for two minutes and make a list of all the 
people that you know. Ready? Set? Go!

Do you know what every person this list has in common? No one you listed is perfect. Every single person 
has messed up. The Bible calls our mess-ups sin. But God IS perfect. He is always honest. He is never mean 
or unkind. He is always loving and good. And no matter how hard we try, we can’t measure up to God’s 
perfection. 

Every person you know, every person at school or church or even on the other side of the globe has messed 
up. That means that every single person needs something BIG! They need forgiveness. Take a look at the first 
name on your list. Guess what, YOU need forgiveness too. 

The good news is, that when we ask God to forgive, He will. How do we know that? Because He loves us. In 
fact, He sent Jesus to die on the cross for all of our mess-ups so that we can be forgiven. Because everyone 
needs forgiveness, even me.

THANK God for choosing to forgive when you mess up.

DAY 1

READ JOHN 3:16

Yesterday, we learned that everyone has sinned or messed up, even you. But there is good news. God loves 
you. How do you know He loves you? Because He sent His one and only Son, Jesus. Jesus chose to die in 
the most painful way to take the punishment for our sin. And three days later, He ROSE again to prove that 
nothing could separate us from God when we put our trust in Jesus!

When you believe in Jesus and trust that what He did on the cross paid the price for your sin, then you will 
be forgiven. When you trust Jesus as your Savior, then your mess-ups can no longer separate you from God. 
When you trust Jesus as your Savior, you can have a relationship with God, both now on earth and one day 
forever in heaven. 

Grab a chenille stem (pipe cleaner) or wiki stick and form it into the shape of a cross. Place your cross 
somewhere to remind you that Jesus came so that you could be forgiven.

ASK God to help you understand what Jesus has done so that you could be forgiven.

DAY 2

WEEK TWO
K-5TH



READ EPHESIANS 2:4-5

Grab a piece of foil from the kitchen. See how shiny it is? Now, crumple up the foil into a ball and then spread 
it out flat again on the counter. Does it look the same as it did before? No way. It’s similar to how our lives 
look when we mess up. We can try to make it right on our own, but no matter how hard we try, we’ll never 
be that shiny piece of foil again. 

But there is good news! God loves you. He is full of mercy and compassion, which means He deeply cares for 
you. There isn’t an expiration date on His love for you. God knew that our sin or mess-ups would separate us 
from Him. To fix that BIG problem, God sent Jesus to die on the cross for our sin so that we could be forgiven. 
Because everyone needs forgiveness, even me.

Hold onto your piece of foil. You’ll need it for tomorrow.

LISTEN to God’s word so you can learn about His forgiveness for you.

DAY 3

READ 2 CORINTHIANS 5:17

Remember your wadded up piece of foil from yesterday? Think about your life like that piece of foil. Maybe 
you said something unkind to your mom this morning. Turn up one corner of the foil. Maybe you grabbed 
something away your little brother in anger. Turn up another corner. Or maybe you told a lie so you wouldn’t 
get in trouble. Go ahead and wad up the foil again then spread it out flat.

Can you imagine what your life would look like if people could actually SEE all the wrong things you do 
like you can see all these wrinkles in the foil? But here’s the thing. God does see all our mess ups and still 
chooses to forgive us. That’s why He sent Jesus.

Do you know what happens when you trust Jesus as your Savior? The Bible says you become a new creation. 
Pull out a brand new piece of foil and place it on the counter next to your crumbled up piece. When you trust 
Jesus as Savior, you are made new. Because when we trust Jesus, He forgives you and makes you clean. 

KNOW that when you trust Jesus you are a NEW creation.

DAY 4

WEEK TWO
K-5TH



READ ZECHARIAH 7:9

Grab a lump of play dough or clay. Think about a time when you were hurt by someone and refused to 
forgive. Use the play dough or clay to create something that reminds you of this situation. 

Forgiveness is deciding that someone who has wronged you doesn’t have to pay. Can you underline the 
action word (or verb) in this definition? It’s ‘deciding.’ Forgiveness isn’t an automatic thing. Sometimes is 
super hard to forgive when you’ve been wronged. But forgiveness is a decision—it’s a choice. 

Because the truth is when you don’t forgive, when you choose to stay angry, you miss out. And God doesn’t 
want that for you. He wants you to treat others the way you would want to be treated. He wants you to 
forgive so that you don’t miss out on fun and friendships.

Take another look at your play dough creation. Ask God to help you forgive in this situation and move on. 
When you’re done praying, smash your clay or play dough as a reminder to squash those feelings of anger or 
resentment so that you can forgive.

THANK God for reminding you that when you don’t forgive, you miss out.

DAY 1

READ MATTHEW 6:14

What does “sin against you” mean? Maybe you remember last week when we talked about how everyone 
has sinned or messed up. Sometimes when other people mess up, it hurts us. 

When that happens you have a couple of choices. You can choose to pay them back wrong for wrong. Like if 
someone says something mean to you, you could say something mean back. Or you could choose to forgive. 
But did you catch the second part of today’s verse? What happens if you don’t forgive someone else? God 
will not forgive you. That’s hard to hear, but God has forgiven us and He wants us to forgive too.

Grab a balloon. Blow up the balloon and ask an adult to hold it closed, but don’t tie it off. While they’re 
holding the balloon, write down someone’s name that you need to forgive. Pray and ask God to help you 
forgive the person that you are angry with. Once you’re finished, ask them to let the balloon go. 

ASK God to help you forgive and let it go when someone wrongs or sins against you this week.

DAY 2

WEEK THREE
K-5TH



READ LUKE 6:37

It’s really hard to forgive sometimes when we feel like we’ve been wronged. But the best way to show 
someone how to forgive is to model it. If you want to have friends who are forgiving, you need to be a 
forgiving friend. Even when it’s hard and even when you’d rather get them back or make them feel as bad as 
you do. Forgiveness is always the wise choice. Because when you don’t forgive, you miss out.

Ask your mom or dad to tell you about a time as a kid when they were forgiven for something they’d done or 
a time when they were the one doing the forgiving. What did your mom or dad learn? Why would your mom 
or dad say that forgiveness is important?

LOOK for ways to forgive so that others will also forgive you. 

DAY 3

READ HEBREWS 10:30

Look up Psalm 135:14 and write it below:

–––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––––

According to this verse in Hebrews, whose job is it to judge? Yep, it’s God’s job, not yours. When someone 
hurts you and doesn’t apologize, you could choose to stay angry and let your heart be filled with bitterness 
and anger. Or you could choose to hand that over to God and trust Him to be the judge. Because all that junk 
you feel really won’t get you anywhere and it certainly won’t help you be the kind of friend that God wants 
you to be.

So the next time someone hurts you, let God be the judge. Choose forgiveness so that your heart can be full 
of love and peace instead of anger and bitterness. Remember: when you don’t choose to forgive, you can 
miss out.

KNOW that it is God’s job to judge and it is our job to trust Him and forgive. 

DAY 4

WEEK THREE
K-5TH



READ COLOSSIANS 3:13 

When someone hurts you, how does it make you feel? Hurt? Angry? Frustrated? If you’re not careful, those 
feelings can take over. But God wants us to remember something super important. He has forgiven YOU. 
Remember, God sent His only Son, Jesus, so that you could be forgiven of your sins.

That means that God wants you to treat others the way HE treats you. That’s why if someone hurts you and 
then says they’re sorry, you should forgive. God loves you and He wants good things for you, including good 
relationships with others. Since God forgave you, you should forgive others.

Grab a piece of paper. Write down someone’s name on the page that you need to forgive. Then fold up 
the page into a paper airplane. Once you’ve followed through and forgiven that friend, send that airplane 
soaring as high as you can. 

THANK God for forgiving you so that you can forgive too.

DAY 1

READ MATTHEW 18:21-22

In the space below, write “I forgive you” as many times as you can in one minute. Ready, set, go! 

Peter asked Jesus, “How many times should we forgive someone? Seven times?” “Nope, seventy-seven 
times,” Jesus replied. Really? Seventy-seven times? That’s a lot, isn’t it? What if I lose count? Well, that’s 
exactly the point Jesus was trying to make because the number seventy-seven isn’t all that important. It’s 
not as if Jesus was saying, “Okay, you should forgive up to seventy-seven times, but at seventy-eight well, 
no more forgiveness for you!” No. He wanted Peter to stop counting and simply choose forgiveness instead.

The truth is, no one wants to be friends with someone that always keeps score. Who would want to hang out 
with a person that constantly points out your past mistakes or refuses to forgive? So don’t be that friend. 
When someone does something wrong and asks for forgiveness, forgive them. Don’t keep track. Whether it’s 
the first time, or the seventy-first time, choose forgiveness.

ASK God to help you forgive as He’s forgiven you.

DAY 2

WEEK FOUR
K-5TH



READ EPHESIANS 4:32

When it’s hard to forgive, it’s good to remember the promises we find in God’s word. This verse is a great one 
to “hide in your heart” or memorize. Because there will be a time this week when someone does something 
that makes you mad or sad or hurt. And in that moment, you could remember the words of this verse to help 
you choose forgiveness.
 
Write the words of this verse on separate pieces of paper or index cards. With an adult’s permission, tape 
the words to the wall in verse order, leaving several inches between each card. Read the verse aloud. Then 
step back two feet from the wall and throw a wadded up piece of paper at one of the words. If you hit a word, 
take that word down and repeat the verse including the missing word. Continue throwing and removing the 
words until you can say the verse from memory.

LOOK for opportunities to be kind and tenderhearted this week so that you can forgive. 

DAY 3

READ COLOSSIANS 2:13-14

With an adult’s help, gather the following supplies from your kitchen: a container large enough to hold four 
cups of liquid, some powdered drink mix, water, a large spoon and bleach. Pour two cups of water into the 
container. Everything looks clean right?

Now pour some powdered drink mix into the water and stir. When we sin or do wrong things, our lives start 
to look like this water. It’s not so clean anymore right? That’s why Jesus came to forgive us. He died on the 
cross and rose again so that we can be forgiven. 

Ask an adult to carefully pour in some bleach. What happened to the water? It’s clean again! The Bible says 
that when we put our trust in Him, we become new creations! Because God offers forgiveness to you, you can 
forgive too. Remember this experiment the next time you’re tempted to stay mad or refuse to forgive. Since 
God forgave you, you should forgive others.

KNOW that God has forgiven you and with His help, you can forgive others too.

DAY 4

WEEK FOUR
K-5TH




