
 

How to Study the Bible 
 
 

 

I.   Why Should Christians Study Their Bibles 
 

A. Because it is Commanded by God (II Timothy 2:15) 

15-Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be 

ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth.  

 

B. To Prosper/Succeed (Joshua 1:8; Hosea 4:6) 

Joshua 1:8, This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall 

meditate in it day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written 

in it. For then you will make your way prosperous, and then you will have good 

success. Hosea 4:6, My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. Because you have 

rejected knowledge, I also will reject you from being priest for Me; Because you have 

forgotten the law of your God, I also will forget your children. 

 NLT-
 6

 My people are being destroyed because they don’t know me. Message, My 

people are ruined because they don't know what's right or true. Because you've turned 

your back on knowledge, I've turned my back on you priests. Because you refuse to 

recognize the revelation of God, I'm no longer recognizing your children. 

 

C. To Maintain Stability (Ephesians 4:14) 

14-that we should no longer be children, tossed to and fro and carried about with every 

wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, in the cunning craftiness of deceitful plotting, 

 

 

 

D. To Learn to Walk by Faith 

 

Question: What is faith? 

 

Definition: Acting on the Word, and acting like the Word is true. 

 

Point: If you are scripturally illiterate, it will be impossible for you to walk by faith and 

please God. (Hebrews 11:6) 

 

E. Source of Strength For Your Life as a Christian (1 John 5:13) 

These things I have written to you who believe in the name of the Son of God, that you 

may know that you have eternal life, and that you may continue to believe in the name 

of the Son of God. As you consistently study the Bible, you will be strengthened to 

meet the challenges you encounter in life. 

 

F. Helps You To Make Good Decisions (Psalm 119:105) 

Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path. The principles you learn 

through the study of the Scriptures will guide you through the issues involved in each 

decision you make. As you make decisions throughout your day you do so with the 

added advantage of God’s wisdom to help you evaluate each situation you face. 

 

G. Helps To Overcome Sin (2 Timothy 3:16) 



 

All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, 

for correction, for instruction in righteousness, As you study the scriptures you learn 

doctrines which are the principles of Scripture to govern the way a Christian should 

live. The scriptures correct the wrong way you live and instruct you in the way of 

righteousness.  

 

H. Helps To Explain Your Faith To Others 

The better you understand the Bible, the easier it will be for you to explain the message 

of the Scriptures to others. Those who are most effective in sharing their faith with 

others are those who have gone one step further in their Bible study.  
 

Ultimately, personal Bible study leads to success in every aspect of your Christian life. The 

word "success" in Scripture is used in the context of meditating on the Scriptures. God promised 

Joshua, "This Book of the Law shall not depart from your mouth, but you shall meditate in it 

day and night, that you may observe to do according to all that is written in it. For then you will 

make your way prosperous and then you will have good success" (Josh. 1:8). Many successful 

Christians have proved God honors this promise, because they have given priority to personal 

Bible study in their life.  

 

II. How to Prepare for Bible Study  

 

A. Steps to Prepare for Daily Reading 

 

1. Find a quiet place 

a. Be Physically Alert Mark 1:35, Now in the morning, having risen a long while 

before daylight, He went out and departed to a solitary place; and there He prayed.  
b. Study when you are not interrupted 

c. Study a little each day (forget about spending all day in the Word) Set 

realistic expectations 

 

2. Have all tools/Choose Your Tools (Bible, commentaries, dictionaries, pen, 

pads, etc.) 

a. Bible 

b. Bible (in another translation) 

c. Dictionary (Bible and Webster’s) 

d. Commentary 

e. Concordance (Strong’s, Young’s, Study Bible with a concordance) 

f. Good Books and tapes 

g. Pen/Note Pad/Journal/Highlighters 

 

3. Pray –The Holy Spirit is your teacher 

Before you start each study/reading pray and ask the Holy Spirit to open 

your spiritual understanding.  

 

My Prayer: Father as I begin to read/study Your Word I ask that You Holy 

Spirit will reveal all that You want to me. I pray that revelation knowledge will 

flow freely. Give me wisdom and understanding and cause it to sink deep in my 

spirit that I may secure and apply as a part of my life forever.  

 

4. Technique/Choose a specific book to study (Romans, Hebrews, etc.) 

a. Read without interruptions 

 



 

b. Read commentary first or introduction in Bible 

 

c. Do not try to read entire chapter each day-set your own pace 

 

d. Use dictionary as needed to research unfamiliar or key words 

 

e. Read same verse in Amplified translation 

Read several translations of each chapter of the book.  

 

f. Take notes as necessary-take notes on ideas, scriptures or words that 

jump out to you. 

 

g. Meditate (ponder) scriptures-take time to meditate on the subject and 

material you read and hear.  

 

Note: Also study certain subjects in the Bible (healing, prosperity, etc.) 

 

h. Study a particular verse or word in the Bible (see example). 

 

1. Read several translations of the verse or word. 

 

2. Research unfamiliar or key words 

 

3. Meditate on the verse or word. 

 

 

B. Questions to Check Comprehension (use questions below) 

 

Chapter Study: Answer the following questions to ensure grasp of daily reading. 

1. What is the principle subject of the chapter or verse? 
 

2. What is the key verse? Memorize it. 

 

3. Who are the principle characters? 

 

4. What does it teach about God the Father, Jesus Christ, and the Holy Spirit? 

 

5. Is there any example for me to follow? 

 

6. Is there any error for me to avoid? 

 

7. Is there any duty for me to perform? 

 

8. Is there any promise for me to claim? 

 

9. Is there any prayer for me to pray? 

 

10. Is there any sin for me to confess? 

 

Prayer:  Father, I have come now to study the Bible as You commanded in Your 

Word. I ask that You speak to my heart and help me to understand the 

scriptures in Jesus’ Name. 



 

 

Note: Other good reference books are: 

 

1. The Bible Expository Commentary by Warren Wiersbe 

(Commentaries are a good resource tool; however, his 

interpretation of the scriptures in reference to gifts of the Spirit, 

healing, prosperity, and speaking with other tongues is 

inconsistent with the Word.)  

 

2. Amplified Bible 

 

3. W.E. Vines Expository Dictionary – Nelson 

 

4. Strong’s Exhaustive Concordance 

 

 

 

 

 

III. Practical Application  

 

A. Example: (James 1:1-2 5) 

James, a servant of God and of the Lord Jesus Christ, to the twelve tribes which are scattered abroad, 

greeting. 
2
My brethren, count it all joy when ye fall into divers temptations;  

 

1. “Brethren” implies what? Response: James writing to saints. (James 1:2) 

 

2. Re-read (James 1:2) 

 

a.  Keyword: “When” 

 

b.  What does this imply? Response: Temptations will come. 

 

c. “Fall” implies not intentional. W.E. Vines reference – to come across 

 

d. “Divers” means various (reference – W.E. Vines) 

 

e. Temptations – Greek word means to tempt, to test, and to try.  

(Strong’s Concordance, reference 3986) 

 

B. Re-read: “My brethren count it all joy when you find yourself in many different 

temptations, tests, or trials.” 

 


