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M O R N I N G  T I M E M O R N I N G  T I M E

When you go into your child’s room this 
month, say, “Good morning! I see someone 
God made. It’s you! (Point to child.) God 
made you! And I am SO glad He did!”
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I’m not sure what I expected it to be 
like—getting to know my kids. I guess 
I figured that on some level, they 
would be miniature versions of me. I 
didn’t really think about the fact that 
they would be always changing . . . 
always growing . . . always becoming.

In hindsight, I think I underestimated 
God. I don’t think I fully appreciated 
the depth of His creativity. But I do now. 
I see it every day in my two girls—in 
their unfolding identity, and in all their 
beautiful complexity. Parenting them 
is constantly surprising. Sometimes it’s 
baffling. But it’s certainly never boring.

I guess I should have seen it coming. 
I’m not the same person now that I 
was when I was 8, or 12, or even 25. I 
have a back story of my own. And I’ve 
also seen first-hand what the support 
of loved ones can do along the way. 
I’ve seen how others can draw out the 
best parts of us, while also lifting us up 
when we fall.

When I take stock of my life from a 
wider view, through the years, my 
parents and teachers did it right. They 
helped me to identify the things in me 
that made me come alive.

And as a dad, I want to do what all 
those supportive people did in my 

foundational years. I want to identify 
the things in my kids that they might 
not even see in themselves. I want 
to help them discover those things, 
and then learn how to use them in 
constructive ways.

What I really want to know is . . . what 
makes my kids come alive?

What are those unique traits that 
God hardwired in my girls? How can 
I encourage each of them to embrace 
the way they were made? And who 
are some other people who can 
come alongside them and encourage 
them—maybe even in a way that I 
can’t?

My kids were made in the image of 
God, just like me. Trying to understand 
them can sometimes seem like a 
moving target. But that doesn’t mean 
I’ll ever stop trying. After all, that might 
be one of my most favorite things 
about being a parent: anticipating the 
thousands of tomorrows we’ll have 
together . . . as we get to know each 
other all over again.

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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C U D D L E  T I M E C U D D L E  T I M E

Cuddle with your child and pray, “Dear 
God, Please help [child’s name] grow up 
loving and respecting herself/himself 

because you made her/him. I want her/him to believe that 
she/he is very special to You. I know I am a huge part of 
that because I am her/his mommy/daddy. I love You, God. 
In Jesus’ name, amen.”
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Families are busy. For most of us, 
this means we’re spending more 
and more time in our cars together. 
As easy as it is to turn on a movie 
or music and zone out, drive time is 
one of the few situations where you 
literally have a captive audience.

We want to help you maximize this 
time by giving you a few suggestions 
for conversation prompts and 
activities to engage with your kids. 
Whether you’re on a road trip for 
Spring Break or summer vacation, 
taking a long drive to a relative’s 
house, or even on the way to baseball 
practice, this resource can help you 
turn your kid’s eyes away from devices 
and toward you . . . and one another!

Conversation Prompts
1. What is the best thing that’s 

happened to you this week? 
What’s the worst thing?

2. Besides a cat or a dog, what is 
your dream pet? If we had one, 
what would you name it? Would 
you dress it up? Where would it 
sleep?

3. If you had $20, what would you 
spend it on and why?

4. If you could be invisible for one 
day, what would you do?

5. If you could build anything 
outside, what would it be?

6. I noticed you like to play with 
(name of friend). What do you 
like best about them? What 
would you like to know about my 
best friend growing up?

7. Let’s talk about the favorite 
games we like to play. You go 
first; then I will tell you what I 
liked to play when I was your age.

Activities
1. Name a color and see who can 

be the first to spot 10 items of 
that color outside of the car.

2. Looking at license plates, have 
your child try to find the numbers 
0-9.

3. Play Would You Rather? Take 
turns asking silly or serious 
questions like: “Would you rather 
eat a worm or a bug?”

For more blog posts  
and parenting resources, visit:

ParentCue.org
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