
   

 

Prayer  
 

 

I. Prayer (Luke 18:1) 

 

 A. What is Prayer? 

 

1. The legal right to ask God to supernaturally intervene on your behalf or on the 

behalf of others. 

 

2. Claiming what is yours…that which Jesus has purchased through His 

redemptive work. 

 

3. Inviting God to talk to you as you talk to Him – two-way communication 

system; listening and talking. 

 

4. Opening your life to God in casual, ordinary, informative speech and 

acknowledging your total dependence on Him. 

 

Note:  Proud people do not pray. 

 

5. Personal conversation directed to God in accordance with prayer principles 

outlined in God’s Word. 

 

6. Communing with God in order to understand His heart and purposes, and 

joining forces with Him so that His will may be done in the earth. 

 

a. The primary goal of prayer is not to tell God what is on your mind, but to 

listen to what is on His. 

 

b. Prayer is the channel through which God’s will is brought into the earth. 

 

7. A hunger for intimacy with God that results in worship. 

 

 

B. Why is Prayer so Important? 

 

1. The Bible teaches that God can be hindered (limited) from doing what He 

desires to do in the earth. (Psalm 78:40-41) 

 

2. In His sovereignty, God chose from the time of creation to work on earth 

through humans, not independent of them. (Genesis 1:26-28; Psalm 115:16) 

 

3. In His sovereignty, God has chosen to restrict Himself to only work through the 

laws, principles, and methods circumscribed in His Word. 

 

a. The law of faith (Hebrews 11:6) 

 

b. The law of love (Galatians 5:6) 
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c. Prayer (Matthew 7:7-11; James 4:2b) 

 

4. God intervenes in the affairs of men by invitation only. (II Chronicles 7:14;  

Ezekiel 22:30-31; Matthew 9:35-38) 

 

 

II. Hindrances to Answered Prayer    

 

A. Open (Unconfessed) Sins (Psalm 66:18; Isaiah 59:2) 

Q. Why is unconfessed sin a hindrance? 

 

A. According to I John 3:21-22, we lack confidence when we are in sin and our 

own guilt hinders us from approaching God with boldness in prayer. 

 

B.  Sin Consciousness (A Feeling of Unworthiness) (Isaiah 64:6) 
Q. Why is sin consciousness a hindrance? 

 

A. According to the Bible, Christians are not filthy rags, sinners saved by grace, or 

unworthy. According to the New Testament, Christians are the righteousness of 

God in Christ. (II Corinthians 5:21) 

 

 

C. Strife (I Peter 3:7-12) 

Q. Why is strife a hindrance? 

 

A. Strife opens the door for Satan to hinder the answer from coming.  

(I Thessalonians 2:18; James 3:14-16; II Timothy 2:24-26) 

 

D. Unforgiveness (Mark 11:23-26) 
Q. Why is unforgiveness a hindrance? 

 

A. Unforgiveness is a sin. 

 

E. Worry (Philippians 4:6-7) 
Q. Why is worry a hindrance? 

 

A1. Worry is the sin of a lack of faith (confidence) in God. (Hebrews 11:6) 

 

A2. Worry chokes the Word of God and makes it unfruitful. (Mark 4:18-19) 

 

Q. What are the hindrances to your prayers being answered? 

 

III. The #1 Way to Fight the Devil – Part 1 
 

A. The believer’s primary offensive weapon is the Sword of the Spirit  

(Ephesians 6:10-17) 

 

B. What is the Sword of the Spirit? 
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Answer:  The Sword of the Spirit is the rhema Word of God spoken out of the mouth in 

the Name of Jesus. 

 


