
The mission of the SAFE CARE Program is to assist infants and mothers 

with assessment, safe care plans and recovery support who are substance 

involved by focusing on their safety and well-being. Care Coordination 

and Community Partnerships help equip mothers to keep their families 

intact through support, services and resources.  
 

The SAFE CARE Program is for pregnant and post-partum mothers with 

substance use disorders, using legal or illicit substances, and those       

receiving Medication Assisted Treatment. Those eligible for the program 

are pregnant mothers as well as those with substance-exposed infants 

from birth to 3 years old.  
 

This program helps mothers create plans of safe care for themselves and 

their infants. Each participant has a Care Coordinator who assists with 

navigation of DHR, Family Court as well as substance abuse treatment, 

recovery support,  parenting education, mental health services, housing,        

therapeutic visitation, maternal and child health, and in-home education. 
 

The SAFE CARE Program is designed to help build and retain intact    

families affected by substance use disorders, to ensure effective safety 

plans are in place for substance-affected infants and that community           

resources are utilized to meet the needs of their mothers and families. 

Program Goals 

 Engage pregnant and postpartum women in substance abuse        

treatment 

 Rebuild and retain intact families for infants delivered to substance-

involved parents  

 Reduce the length of time in out-of-home placement for children 

birth to 3 years of substance-involved parents 

 Ensure effective infant Safety Plans are in place 

 Increase the collaborative capacity of the community to meet the 

needs of the target population 

________________________________________________ 
FOR MORE INFORMATION AND REFERRAL PLEASE CONTACT:  

Shajuane Jones 
SAFE CARE Program Coordinator  

205-264-8120 
jonessha@jccal.org 

 

 
 
 
 

THE  SAFE CARE PROGRAM  
A C OLLABORATIVE  OUTREACH  INITIATIVE  

OF  THE  C HILDREN ’S  POLICY  C OUNCIL  AND  
FAMILY  C OURT  OF  JEFFERSON  COUNTY   IMPROVING OUTCOMES FOR    

SUBSTANCE INVOLVED             

INFANTS AND THEIR MOTHERS 

 

The opioid crisis has concerned         

community leaders in Family Court, 

child welfare and health care. The recent 

amendment of the Child Abuse Preven-

tion & Treatment Act (CAPTA) added 

criteria for service providers to ensure 

the safety and well-being of substance 

exposed infants and to meet the         

substance use disorder needs of their     

mothers/caregivers. Oftentimes, mothers 

are  punished with jail and separation 

from their newborns rather than          

receiving rehabilitation for substance use 

disorder. The SAFE CARE Program 

exists to alter that narrative. 
 

While the goal is to protect infants and 

children, community partners have 

agreed that infants and mothers should 

have support systems in place through-

out the community to treat underlying 

trauma and experiences that lead to    

substance use. The SAFE CARE       

Program provides case management   

services to help create plans of safe care 

whereby infants can safely remain in or 

return to the arms of their  mothers. 
 

So that the trauma of separation does not 

occur at birth, a  needs assessment is 

completed to identify goals that the 

mother must meet to show good faith 

that she can and will provide a safe 

space for her infant. This safe space  

consists of a substance free environment, 

protection from harm and caring for the 

ongoing needs of a child.  


